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Court and the higher bureaucracy and ending with labor leaders, the
future rulers of Russia.
Such was the social background of the Living Church move-
ment, This did not exclude the elements of sincere Presbyterianism
though of course they were very unlike those of the Reformation
period. The Living Church did not demand the abolition of the
episcopate, but wanted to limit its power in the church and insisted
upon the admission of the secular clergy into its ranks, thus sanc-
tioning matrimony for bishops. Previous to the August conference,
in accordance with this view, several consecrations had already
taken place, but at the conference itself serious differences of
opinion developed on this subject even among the majority mem-
bers- Bishop Antoninus and his followers did not agree that mar-
ried priests should be consecrated bishops, and, in contradiction to
the Living Church, they also considered that if a monk left the
monastery, he thereby forfeited his priesthood and monkhood.*
During the vote on the question of the episcopate, the Living
Church had thirty-seven episcopal votes, but thirty-six were against
it, and twenty-four abstained from voting and assumed a neutral
attitude*
The conference's chief purpose was, however, not to introduce
reforms but to organize for struggle. It was necessary to make
preparations for a new Church Council and to fulfill the political
obligations towards the Bolsheviks, So the first resolution passed by
the conference was that Patriarch Tikhon, being guilty of pro-
ducing church discord, had to be unfrocked, and that all bishops
opposed or merely passive towards the policy of the Living Church
had to be deprived of their rights, and have a penance imposed on
them. The parish councils that were antagonistic to the local pro-
gressive priests had to be dismissed. Before closing, the conference
issued a proclamation to the people hi which the whole history of
the church struggle was interpreted in terms of social revolution,
aod the old church was violently denounced for its alleged co-
opcration with such enemies of the people as Kolchak, Denikin,
atad the fugitive bishops of the Karlovtsy Council. The bishops, the
Tsaris* government, and the "capitalists" were charged with hav-
tbe secular clergy and the laity, all the "suffering